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FOURTH GRADE WINTER STUDENT ENRICHMENT PACKET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 
 

Complete each activity in the Winter Student Enrichment Packet.  Write 
your responses in the spaces provided.  

 
 

Parents are encouraged to assist in the following ways:  
 

 Make a plan to complete the activities during the Winter Break. 
 

 Provide a quiet space and time for your child to work on the packet.  
 

 Help your child with the directions and completing the activities.  
 

 Review and discuss your child’s responses.  Provide positive feedback and praise for 
sincere effort and independence.  
 

 
 

Thank you for helping your child succeed!  

Note to Students: 

You’ve learned a great deal already this school year!  It is important that you keep your brain 

active over the Winter Break.  In this packet, you will find activities to last until you return to 

school. When you’re not sledding, or drinking hot chocolate, complete this packet so you will 

get off to a good start in the New Year!  

 



 

Vocabulary Activities 
 

Directions: As you read each sentence, use the 
other words in the sentence to help you figure out 
what the underlined word means.  Then circle the 
answer you have chosen. 
 

1. Tim sauntered over to our table while 
John hurried over. 
 
Sauntered means __________. 

 
A. walked slowly 
B. ran quickly 
C. skipped carefully  
D. stomped angrily 

 
 
 
 

2. The student was very precise when 
completing the art project because she 
wanted it to be perfect. 
 
Precise means __________. 

 
A. careless 
B. sloppy 
C. exact 
D. neat 

 
 
 
 

3. The ominous clouds made us realize that 
a storm was coming.  

 
Ominous means __________. 
 
A. beautiful  
B. fluffy 
C. white 
D. threatening 

 
 

Directions: Read each sentence.  Then choose 
the answer in which the underlined word is used 
in the same way.  Circle the answer you have 
chosen. 
 

4. The movie turned out to be a big hit with 
the audience. 
 
In which sentence does the word hit 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above?   
 
A. He hit the ball with the bat. 
B. The answer to the question finally hit 

him. 
C. The basketball player hit the shot 

with five seconds left in the game. 
D. The new song is sure to be a hit at 

the concert.  
 

5. The report is due on Wednesday. 
 
In which sentence does the word report 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above?  
 
A. My report is on the planets in our 

solar system. 
B. She received good grades on her 

report card. 
C. Please report to the cafeteria before 

class. 
D. You must report for class on time. 



 

 
 

Thurgood Marshall 
 A Biography of a Civil Rights Lawyer 

 
 Born in Baltimore Maryland, Thurgood Marshall was the great-

grandson of a slave.  During the early 1900’s, he attended a segregated 

Baltimore school.  Segregated means “separated by race.”  Black 

children were sent to different, and often worse, schools than white 

children.  Whenever his teacher sent him out of class for misbehaving, 

the principal made him read a section of the U.S. Constitution.  In time, 

Thurgood would become an expert on constitutional law.  His father took 

him to the local courthouse to watch trials.  As a young man, he decided 

that becoming a lawyer would be a good way to help people receive fair and equal treatment. 

 

After graduating from law school, Marshall began to question the laws that were unfair to African 

Americans.  As a skilled lawyer, he helped win Supreme Court cases that gained rights for African 

Americans. 

His most famous win was the 1954 case of Brown v. Board of 

Education of Topeka, Kansas.  He represented parents who were suing the 

Topeka, Kansas, school board because their children were not allowed to 

go to the same schools as white children.  He won his case, and 

segregation in public schools was no longer allowed.  In 1967, President 

Lyndon Johnson named Thurgood Marshall the first African American 

Supreme Court Justice. 

 

Excerpt from Scotts Foresman Social Studies Maryland text 

 

Segregated- separated by race 
Constitutional law- rights guaranteed by the 
constitution 
Supreme Court Justice- Judge on the 
Supreme Court 
Trial- a court meeting to determine innocence 
or guilt 
Constitution- document that guides 
American Government 
Lawyer- a person who defends the law in 
court 

 

 
Source: www.thurgoodmarshall.com 

Thurgood Marshall 
1908-1993 

http://www.thurgoodmarshall.com/


 

Directions: After you read “Thurgood Marshall,” answer the questions below. 
 

Which of the following is the best summary of the article? 
 
A. Thurgood Marshall was an ordinary man from Baltimore. 
B. Thurgood Marshall used his experiences to make a change. 
C. Thurgood Marshall was a troublemaker in school. 
D. Thurgood Marshall was an excellent student in school. 

 
Read the sentence in the box below.  Then circle the answer you have chosen. 

 

Thurgood Marshall decided that becoming a lawyer would be a good way to help people receive 
fair treatment. 

 
In which sentence below does the word fair mean the same thing as in the sentence above? 
 
A. The family decided to attend the fair on Saturday. 
B. It turned out to be a fair day without clouds. 
C. Children on the playground must play fair. 
D. The weather will be fair all week. 

 
What experiences did Thurgood Marshall have while growing up to make him want to work to change 
or help people gain civil rights as an adult?  Write your answer in the space below. 
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Based on the biography, explain what Thurgood Marshall’s actions suggest about him.   In your 
response, use information from the selection that supports your explanation.  Write your answer in 
the space below. 
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